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Note to the Instructor:
This lesson plan was written specifically for
Texas seventh grade classrooms and provides
historical context and activities for educators
interested in contextualizing the Jovita Idar
historical marker. We are working to expand
our scope to include a wider age group and to
make this lesson plan more accessible for
classrooms across the country. In the
meantime, we hope that instructors can
adapt this curriculum to best serve the needs
of their classroom. We are always looking to
improve, and we welcome your feedback.

Lesson Plan Statement of Purpose:
Jovita Idar was a journalist, teacher, nurse,
feminist and civil rights pioneer who fought
for the rights of Mexicans and Mexican
Americans living in South Texas in the early
twentieth century. Throughout her life, Idar
took a stand against oppression and
advocated for equality and freedom. The
purpose of this lesson plan is to encourage
the discussion and remembrance of a local
hero and to gain a better understanding of
the context of Jovita Idar’s advocacy. While
our nation’s history has recognized other civil
rights activists, we have yet to fully recognize
the accomplishments of this Laredo native or
to give her proper place in our state’s

historical memory.

Key Questions:
How did Jovita Idar fight for justice on behalf
of Mexicans and Mexican Americans in early
2oth century Texas? What should Idar be
remembered for and how can we remember
her and other civil rights heroes like her?
How can we incorporate the study of
newspaper accounts, oral histories, and local
memory in Texas state history?

Texas State Standards and Skill-Based
Learning Objectives:
7.6A: Identify significant individuals, events,
and issues from Reconstruction through the
beginning of the 20th century, including the
factors leading to the expansion of the Texas
frontier.

7.6B: Identify significant individuals, events,
and issues from Reconstruction through the
beginning of the 20th century, including the
development of the cattle industry from its
Spanish beginnings and the myths and
realities of the cowboy way of life

7.6C: Identify significant individuals, events,
and issues from Reconstruction through the
beginning of the 20th century, including the
effects of the growth of railroads and the
contributions of James Hogg

7.7D: Describe and compare the civil rights
and equal rights movements of various
groups in Texas in the 2o0th century and
identify key leaders in these movements.

7.8A: Create and interpret thematic maps,
graphs, charts, models, and databases
representing various aspects of Texas during
the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries

7.17B: Describe the importance of free speech
and press in a democratic society

=.21A: Differentiate between, locate, and use
valid primary and secondary sources such as
computer software, databases, media and
news services, biographies, interviews, and
artifacts to acquire information about Texas



TEACHER GUIDE - DAY 1: LOCAL HISTORY AND THE LIFE OF JOVITA IDAR

Supplies Needed: Pens, student hand-
outs, projector, internet connection,
and teacher’s computer.

Opening Writing Prompt:

Describe the town or city you live in.
What are some of the first images that
come to mind? Describe the sounds,
smells, popular types of foods, popular
types of businesses. What are the build-
ings that stand out? How do people get
around (car, bus, subway, walk)? What
are your favorite places to visit? Try to
paint a picture so that someone who has
never visited your town or city can get a
picture of what life is like.

Have students share descriptions with class
or in small groups.

After students complete their writing
prompt, broaden the focus to introduce
this unit on local Texas history. Often, in
order to meet the scale of national cur-
riculum requirements, many textbooks are
forced to skip over more textured local
histories. This unit hopes to help students
situate themselves within Texas history,
and to bring to light the important work
catalyzed by the Texans who came before
them.

Jovita Idar Biography:
Possible script for transition: Thank you for
sharing. This week’s unit will focus on the
life of a woman named Jovita Iddr. Have
any of you heard of her? One of the exciting
aspects of history is that we can learn so

much about a period of time by looking at
the life of a single person.

After students read aloud the brief biog-
raphy of Jovita Idar, ask what the wonder
or would like to learn about Idar in a KWL
[Know-Wonder-Learned] chart.

FURTHER QUESTIONS
QQ What questions do they have about this
time period?

Q About the Idar Family?

Q Where is the students’ home town in
relation to Laredo? See image 1 in the slide
show (mark on map).

Q What key dates should we place on the
timeline provided?

Contextualizing the Time Period:
Shift the focus to the table on the back of
Idar’s biography. Students will look at
immigration trends first by analyzing the
static table of population shifts, then by
looking at a digital map (projector

needed).




TEACHER GUIDE - DAY 1: LOCAL HISTORY AND THE LIFE OF JOVITA IDAR

Teaching With Technology:
Visualizing Data

Project the New York Times Interactive
Immigration Explorer:

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/1
0/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html

This is a helpful mapping tool to help stu-
dents understand immigration trends dur-
ing this time period.

1.Scroll the timeline from 1880 to
2000: What are the biggest changes
you notice over time?

2.For the years 1890, 1900, and 1910:
Where are the majority of people
immigrating from? Who is the
largest immigrant group in your
state? What about in your county?

3.What information does the map
leave out that you would like to
know?

4. Immigration to the United States dou-
bled from the 1890s to the 1900s. How did
this impact the local population in Texas
versus other states? In Laredo? In the stu-
dent’s hometown?

Homework Assignment Day 1:

In preparation for Day’s Two’s classwork
on the power of the press, assign an article
from a local or national online newspaper
for students to read.

Or, if possible, ask faculty to bring in
paper copies of the local newspaper
the week before so students can have
their own hard copy to peruse in the
evening. It is fine if the papers are from
different days: the key is to ask students to
see the major issues being talked about
today.

Assignment: Ask students to spend 15 to
20 minutes reading through the newspa-
per. Each student should pick one article
to read alongside the Newspaper Explora-
tion worksheet.



Student Handout Day 1: LOCAL HISTORY AND THE LIFE OF JOVITA IDAR

Who was Jovita Idar

History is often told in broad, sweeping, strokes, but in this unit, we hope
to bring to light a portion of Texas history by looking specifically at the life
of Jovita Idar. Over the course of four days, we will consider the tools
researchers use to investigate history, from oral histories, to census data,
to images long hidden in libraries, in order to consider what the past can
tell us about the present.

Born and raised in Laredo, Texas, Jovita Idar (1885-1946) was a journalist,
teacher, nurse, and activist who worked for the rights of the Mexican and
Mexican-American population in south Texas. Jovita Idar grew up along
the Texas-Mexico border during a period of major change and transition.
New technology in agriculture and easier modes of transportation, such as
railways, began a new chapter in the history of south Texas and
northeastern Mexico. Residents of South Texas witnessed an increase of Jovita Iddr (1885-1946)
European- American immigrants. Because of this change, race relations

intensified along the border. Further, in 1910, the violence of the Mexican

Revolution forced many Mexicans to seek safety across the US- Mexico 1885

border. During this period in the early 1900s, those of Mexican heritage
were regularly subject to unfair treatment and violence as anxiety over race
increased. Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of ethnic Mexicans living in
Texas were unfairly killed between 1910 and 1920.

To push back against the violence, Jovita Idar and her family often wrote
about the injustices they witnessed in their newspaper, La Crdnica. Idar
dedicated her life to addressing issues of violence, and through her

writing, imagined a better world for Texas and its residents.
1910
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STUDENT HANDOUT DAY 1: LOCAL HISTORY AND THE LIFE OF JOVITA IDAR

Population Shifts in Major Texas Cities

Dallas Houston
1880 16,513 10,358
1890 27,557 38,067
1900 44,635 42,638

What years saw the most population growth in Texas?

Researcher’s Tool Box:
The Census

Researchers often rely on census
data to better understand shifts
in population over time. Though
the census data, or population
counts, are not exact, they can
give an estimate of how areas
grow with each generation.

Notes on Digital Maps:

Laredo in 1910: “(Laredo has) a healthy and pleasant climate, an industrious and law
abiding population, abundant and cheap labor, supplied with all the modern appliances for
comfort, water works, electric lights, telephone exchange, costly public buildings, churches,
schools, and private residences, smelters, and scapling works, ice factories, machine and car
shops . . . a population of 15,000 souls and a taxable wealth of $3,000,000.” - Laredo Times, 1910

Laredo 2010 Population: 236,091 people




Name
Date:

Media Minute Sheet

Title:

Author:

Date of Publication:
Source:

Summarize the article:

What was the author’s most important point? (1 sentence)

Why did you pick this article? (1-2 sentences)

What question(s) did the article leave you with?



TEACHER GUIDE - DAY 2: JOVITA IDAR & THE POWER OF THE PRESS

Opening “Do Now”:
Media Minute Challenge

Arrange students in groups of three to
five. Have them take out their Media
Minute Worksheet and review their article
for a few minutes.

Students will have exactly 6o seconds to
pitch to their group why their article was
the most interesting. They should both
relay why the content was interesting and
perform their pitch in an engaging way.
The teacher can model this quickly before
beginning the competition.

Teacher will time 60 seconds between
each student. The “winner” in each group
will report to the class.

(10 to 15 minutes)

Consider asking students how they hear
about the news by a raise of hands. From
the newspaper? From the internet? From
social media? From the radio? From the
television? Note how students now absorb
news from different sources. Q

La Cronica Close Reading Circles
Today’s lesson will focus on one of the
Idar Family’s newspapers, La Crdnica.
Read aloud with the class the Day 2 text,
reiterating the terms in bold.

(5-7 minutes)

An optional in-class lesson is available
in the appendix. Three separate handouts
with Spanish excerpts of La Crénica arti-
cles are available for students to read and
discuss in groups. Guided questions are

provided on the student worksheets.Have
students from each group present to the
class on the major issues or themes and
write a list on the board. (20 minutes)

Images from the Past: Violence
Printed in the Press

The following portion of the lesson deals
with difficult material, and should be dis-
cussed with the class as a whole.

Based on the issues raised in the La
Crénica about language, school segrega-
tion, and vigilante justice, walk students
through a close reading of the two images.
Note that if a student had opened the
Laredo Times in 1916, they would have
been faced with image 1. What questions
do they have? How does the image make
them feel? Most will ask about the death
of the two men.

You can note that the increased Anti-
Mexican sentiment at this time led to
extra-legal violence, or illegal vio-
lence,that occurred outside of the justice
system. (20 minutes)

Check in: Review the KWL chart. Should
anything be added? Do students have new
questions?

Homework Assignment:

Recording Family Histories
A worksheet is provided for students to
complete. They will ask an older member
of their community (an older brother,
parent, neighbor, grandparent) a series of
questions in preparation for Day 3’s les-
son on interviews and oral histories. You
can give them one or two nights for this
assignment,



VICTORY?
—dor—

Beginning in the late 1890s, Jovita Idar’s
father, Don Nicosio Idar, began writing for
his family newspaper, La Cronica. The
slogan of the family newspaper was, "We
work for the progress and the industrial,
moral and intellectual development of the
Mexican inhabitants of Texas." Soon, his
three children, Jovita, Clemente, and
Eduardo, joined their father as reporters for
the paper. Topics such as school
segregation, community safety, women’s
rights, and job opportunity filled the pages
of the newspaper, along with excerpts from
poems and original artwork.

The Idar family next to their press (1914)

In 1914, Jovita Idar became in charge of La
Cronica following her father’s death.

Researcher’s Tool Box: Archived Newspapers

Before the invention of the television or the widespread use of radio, many people gathered their news
exclusively from the daily newspaper. As the major tool to distribute information, newspapers were quite
powerful and captured both the news of the day and the opinions of many of their readers. Historians often
use old newspapers as evidence because they contain the anxieties and perspectives that circulated in
society at a given time. We can learn what daily life was like by closely inspecting these old news stories.

To find the old newspapers, researchers look in archives. An archive is a collection of documents or
objects housed for protection in university libraries, offices, museums, and government buildings. Today,
you will be able to look at a newspaper article from Jovita Idar’s newspaper, La Cronica, from the
University of Texas archives.

When historians look at archived newspapers, they consider the point of view of the reporter,
photographer, or artist. Sometimes, the material the historian uncovers can be difficult to understand
outside of the context, or time period and location, it was written in. It is important to ask who made the
text and what the author was trying convey, or tell, to the reader.




Images from the Past: Violence Printed in the
Press

The following images were both printed in two,
separate publications.

Image 1 was printed in the Laredo Times in 1916
and depicts an aspect of the unjust violence
Mexicans and Mexican-Americans experienced
along the border.

What is the point of view of the photograph? Q
What do we learn in the caption? Q

Based on what you learned yesterday, what is the
context of the photo? Q

What are the questions you have about this
image? Q

Image 2 is a political cartoon, or a drawing
meant to tell a story and make a point about a
significant event. Often times, political cartoons are
full of symbolism. Instead of making their
argument directly, they use different figures and
signs to show the reader a certain perspective.

With your teacher, discuss the violence happening
in the background. How does the artist depict the

injustice of the violence? Q

What does the caption mean? Q

List Symbols below:

“KEEP EYE ON BORDER A

The photogruph shows strange Moxictns belng ques
authorities of the United States on the border. The m

i Two ol them later were found shpt,_

i

Image 1. “Keep Eye on Border Mexicans,” Laredo
Times, April 23, 1916.

JUSTICE OUT OF A JOR

- e L meer

Image 2. Illus. from Puck, Magazine v. 13, no.
330, (1883 July 4), cover.



Name
Date:

Family Oral History Sampler
(adapted from the UCLA Oral History Library Guide)

Oral history is a field of study and a method of gathering, preserving and interpreting the voices and
memories of people, communities, and participants in past events. Though many oral histories require days
to complete and hours of preparation, we will instead sample the process with a family member or friend.
In the process, see if you learn something new or surprising about a person you already know well. Are
there family stories that you want to archive to pass on to the next generation?

Name of Person You Choose to Interview:

Time/Date of Interview start:
Time of Interview finish:

Record the answers to the following questions below:

What are the first things that come to your mind when you think about your parents?

What do you remember about your grandparents?

What was school like for you? What did you like about it? What was hard about it for
you?



What's the largest town or city you remember visiting when you were young? Can you
describe your impressions of it?

When you were little, who was your favorite musician or movie star? Why?

What were some of your most vivid childhood memories when you were around my age?

Question of your choice:



TEACHER GUIDE - DAY 3 : VISUAL CULTURE & THE TEXAS RANGERS

Supplies Needed: Pens, student hand-
outs, projector, internet connection,
and teacher’s computer

OPENING WRITING PROMPT

Write “Texas Rangers” on the board. Ask stu-
dents to brainstorm first the key words that
come to mind when they hear this phrase.
Then, ask where they see images of the Texas
Rangers.

Potential Transition Script:
The history of the Texas Rangers intersected
with the life of Jovita Idar in dramatic ways.
But, before we return to the Idar family, we
need to give a little backstory to the Texas
Rangers between the years 1915 and 1925.

Hand out student worksheet and project im-
ages on board. Ask students to read aloud
handout text.

We will be looking at competing visions of
the Texas Rangers in popular culture.

Q How do images that circulated widely
through television, radio, and magazines in-
fluence how we see the world?

Project image 1.
Ask what does this image say? What does it
mean? What does it do?

Q  What is the image’s purpose (is it try-
ing to sell something, convey an idea,
make an argument?)

Q Based on this image, what do you think
are its creator’s assumptions or be-
liefs?

Q How might different people see this im-
age differently?

Q How does this image make you feel?

Project image 2.
Repeat questions from Image 1.

Project image 3, which has Image 1 and
Image 2 side to side.

How can such different visions of the Texas
Rangers exist, and what can it tell us about
Texas History?

Scholars and writers have been studying these
differing viewpoints for many years.

Q What questions would you ask the creators
of these images?

Q How does a drawing differ from a photo-
graph?

Slide 4 is optional. Please see the following
page to determine whether or not this image
would be appropriate to discuss in your
class.

Homework Reminder: Student Oral His-
tory Worksheet due tomorrow.



TEACHERGUIDE - DAY 3

NOTES ON IMAGE 4:

“Do my students need
to see this image?”

Images are a powerful storytelling
tool, but may not be appropriate for
every classroom. Before showing this
image to your class, consider if your
goals will be achieved without using
this image. Do the oral histories,
newspaper clips, political cartoons,
and readings included in the lesson
plan meet the needs of your students?
Do your students need to see this im-
age to understand the dynamic in early
20th century South Texas between the
Texas Rangers and ethnic Mexicans?

Additionally, before showing your
students this image, consider what
they are bringing with them to the
classroom. It is important to be aware
that your students may have a per-
sonal connection to similar histories
and that not all students will react to
the image in the same way.

This image was found on a widely-
distributed postcard from this pe-

riod in time. It depicts three Texas
Rangers posed in front of the dead
bodies.

: VISUAL CULTURE & THE TEXAS RANGERS

SLIDE 4 FOR DAY 3

Facilitation Suggestions:

* Describe the image to your
students before projecting it on
the screen

* If any students seemed particu-
larly affected by the image
during the discussion, check in
with them individually after
class

Discussion Question Suggestions:

Q What strikes you about this
image? Why?

Q This is a postcard that was dis-
tributed widely by the Texas
Rangers. How does this affect
the way you look at this im-
age?

Q Is there anything that feels un-
settling or upsetting to you

about this image? Feel free to
explain.



STUDENT HANDOUT DAY 3:El Progresso & the Texas Rangers

As immigration into the Texas region increased in the
aftermath of the Mexican War, tensions over race,
land, ownership, and assumptions about what it
means to be an American began to arise. The Texas
Rangers increased in size and power during this
period as well. The hundreds of people of Mexican
heritage killed by Texas Rangers and vigilantes
between 1915 and 1919 further intensified fears of
those living along the border. Vigilantes are
community members who act as law enforcement
without the legal authority to do so. Often, violence is

" WE SERVE
' wWH ,!;EE” o)

. SPANISH MEXICANS

Russell Lee Photography Collection/The Dolph
used. Briscoe Center for American History/University of
Texas at Austin.

Today, many people are not aware of the violence that occurred during this period in time, although
both the US-Mexico border, and the role of the Texas Rangers, remain hotly debated. Images of the
Texas Rangers are hard to miss. Let’s think about where you see these images and the stories the
images tell.

=
Close Reading Questions:
DEC.

EXAs

What is going on in this image?

ALL STORIES
COMPLETE

What descriptors would you use to
describe these men? Why?

A THRILLING
Pﬂll"lﬂﬂ_ﬂ'

How does it make you feel?

A COMPLETE
FULL-LENGTH

NOVEL
FEATURING
THE WEST'S

IN ACTION



The Voice of the Farm Worker

L NO, 83 ":!";;-‘ v
EI MGICI' IﬂdOJ In English

DELANO, CALIF. JUKE 1967 I 5

TEXAS RANGERS

P, 9-10-11

NOTES:

Close Reading Questions:

What is going on in this image?

What descriptors would you use to describe
this man? Why?

How does it make you feel?



TEACHERGUIDE - DAY 4 : ORAL HISTORY AND EL PROGRESSO

Supplies Needed: Pens, student hand-
outs, projector, internet connection, white
board or paper, and teacher’s computer.

Opening Writing Prompt: Memory Test
Today, students will process aspects of the
interviews they collected and listen to an
oral history about the Idar Family.

But, to show how tricky oral histories and
memory can sometimes be, we will begin
with a quick “test.”

As students are walking into class, non-
chalantly walk around the room, perform-
ing small tasks (perhaps tossing an apple,
saying hi to students, opening window
shades, rearrange books on desk) until all
students are seated. Continue small tasks
for a few seconds after the bell.

Once students are settled, tell them that
their job is to as accurately as possible de-
scribe your actions, in order, as detailed as
possible.

Allow them to compare notes in groups of
four. Usually, students will remember dif-
ferently, and debate amongst themselves
which version of their memory is “cor-
rect.”

QQ What is easy to remember? What is
easy to forget?

(8-10 minutes)

Oral History/ Interview Exchange

Ask students to take our their oral history
worksheet.

Have students turn to a partner and read
aloud oral history sampler responses. Pairs
should answer the following questions on
the back of their worksheet:

1) Write two questions you would like to
ask your partner’s interviewee.

2) Were there any similarities between the
person you interviewed and the person
your partner interviewed?

Alternate: Create “stations” where a sin-
gle question from the oral history sampler
is written on a large piece of poster paper.
Have students write their answers (with-
out names) on the paper as they cycle
around the room.

(15- 20 minutes)

Idar Oral History: Listening to History

On the Refusing to Forget Curriculum
page (insert url here), you will see an em-
bedded oral history video under Day 4.

Explain to students that they will hear an in-
terview with Jovita Idar’s brother, Aquilino
(Ike) Idar recorded in 1984.

Listen to oral history and have students read
along simultaneously.

After the first listen, ask the class about the
content of the interview. Read through the
transcription paragraph by paragraph and



TEACHERGUIDE - DAY 4 : ORAL HISTORY AND EL PROGRESSO

have students explain what happens in the
story.

Read through the questions in the student
guide together as a class and ask the students
to consider these questions as they’re listen-
ing through a second time.

Q What is the tone of Ike Idar’s
voice?

Q How do you think he feels based
on the way he tells the story?

Q Do you think the fact that Ike and
Jovita are siblings affects the way
Ike remembers and describes the
event? Do you think the Rangers
would have told the story differ-
ently?

Q What would you like to know
more about that Ike doesn’t talk
about in this clip?



Interview with Aquilino I. and Guadalupe Idar
UT San Antonio’s Institute of Texan Cultures Oral History Collection

The following is a transcript of an oral history conducted with Jovita Idar’s brother, Aquilino, and his wife,
Guadalupe, in 1984. Read aloud in small groups first to picture what is being described in your mind. Then,
read silently with a pen or pencil in hand, and underline important sentences. Finally, write three questions you
have about this excerpt at the bottom of the page. Discuss with your group.

“And the Rangers in Laredo didn’t like it. So they
went to El Progresso, and they were going to destroy
everything. But it so happened that my sister was standing
at the door. And she stood at the door and says, “Where are
you going?” Says, “We want to go inside. Would you please
step aside?” And my sister said, “No; you have to come
through this door, and I'm standing here. And you cannot
go...come in here because it’s against the law. If a woman
stands at the door, you can’t go in.”

So they discussed among themselves, “Well, what shall we
do? She’s right.” Because my father was Justice of the
Peace, and he knew the law and he knew... So he told her,
“You stay at the door and don’t let them go in.” So they
didn’t go in that night. And so my mother was worried
about my sister, because they are gonna kill her. So Daddy
said, “No, they won’t kill her if she stands her ground.”
So she stood there at the door... [Part of the tape
erased. ]

...Said, “Go tell Jovita,” my sister, “to come back
home, because it’s late and I don’t think those Rangers are
coming back.”

Well, they did next morning real early about 5:00
o’clock in the morning. My sister wasn’t there, so they
broke the door. They had hammers and sledgehammers and
things like that. And they broke the line-o-type machine,
kicked the keyboard, hit the metrics...

Mrs. Idar: Las prensas. ...the press, all the type.
They threw it on the floor like that - the loose type that
was on the stands, they pulled all these boxes and emptied
it on the floor. They wrecked everything. They broke the
press. The press was worth about $17,000, $18,000. They
broke the press with the sledgehammers and everything. And
they broke the windows. Left them open; left the door open
and everything; and they went out. But there was nothing
we could do - nothing my sister could do, my father, or
anybody.”

[Part of tape erased.]



Name

Historical Marker & Monument Worksheet

Directions: You will design your own historical marker for Jovita Idar, La Cronica, or
even a personal hero in your life. Before you begin designing, answer the guiding
questions below.

Who is this marker meant to be for (the living, the dead, neighbors/friends/family/
tourists, future generations, etc.)?

Where will it be located? Does this location have meaning?

Why do you think it is important to have a historical marker for this event or person?

What do you want the public to know about this event or person?

What symbols would you like to incorporate in the marker? To you, what do these
symbols mean.



Location of Monument:

Text underneath Monument:
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Historical Context and Timeline

Early 1900s: Increase in the Anglo population along the Texas-Mexico border

By the early 20th century, Mexican populations were the majority in border towns along the Texas-
Mexico border. In these enclaves, although much of their land had fallen into the hands of Anglos,
unlike in most of the rest of the state, ethnic Mexicans voted, held office, and served on juries. Some
were prominent landowners and merchants. Anglo-Americans moving into the region were more
likely to adapt themselves to border society by such means as learning to speak Spanish, converting
to Catholicism, and marrying into Mexican families, rather than to insist on assimilation to Anglo-
Texan cultural norms.

In the early twentieth century, new railroads and road connections linked these border enclaves to
the rest of Texas, inciting dramatic change. Particularly in the Lower Rio Grande Valley, at the
southern tip of the state, large numbers of white Americans moved to the region for the first time, so
many that the population nearly doubled within just a few years. Rising land values and the
consequent increased property tax bills worked together with title disputes to strip many ethnic
Mexicans of their land.

1910-1920: Mexican Revolution

Due to the Mexican Revolution, nearly a tenth of the Mexican population would perish and another
tenth would flee to the United States, setting into motion a pattern of migration that endures a
century later.

November 1910: Murder of Antonio Rodriguez

One such migrant, Antonio Rodriguez, was accused of killing an Anglo ranching woman near
Rocksprings, Texas. A mob took him from the jail and burned him at the stake, prompting official
complaints from Mexican consuls, international press coverage, protests in border towns and
Mexican cities, and a meeting the next year by Texas Mexicans to protest the denial of their civil
rights.

1911: El Primer Congreso Mexicanista

The Idar family—owners of the Spanish-language newspaper, La Cronica—organized a civil rights
conference called El Primer Congreso Mexicanista in order to discuss issues affecting the Mexican
and Mexican American communities in South Texas. The congress, comprised of dozens of
representatives from cities and towns across Texas, met for more than a week, focusing primarily on
issues of poverty, racial violence, labor exploitation, inadequate educational opportunities, and
gender inequity. Through court cases and later legislation, the congress made short-term progress
and long-term impact on the rights of Mexicans and Mexican Americans.

1915: Plan de San Diego



Border turmoil ignited a brutal period of repression. Scattered attacks on ranches, irrigation works,
and railroads by ethnic Mexicans quickly developed into a local rebellion in the Valley. They
appeared to be the fulfillment of a manifesto entitled the “Plan de San Diego” drafted in South Texas
in early 1915. This document called for a “liberating army of all races” composed of Mexicans,
blacks, and Indians to kill all white males over age sixteen and overthrow United States rule in
Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and California. The newly-freed territory would form an
independent republic, perhaps to rejoin Mexico at a future date. The insurrectionists killed only a
handful, but prompted indiscriminate reprisals.

September 24, 1915: Murder of Jesus Bazan and Antonio Longoria

Texas Ranger, Captain Henry Ransom casually shot Jesiis Bazan and Antonio Longoria. Ransom left
the bodies exposed, shocking Rancher Sam Lane (himself a former Ranger) and young Anglo ranch
hand Roland Warnock, who helped to bury Bazdn and Longoria several days later. That fall, Ransom
made a habit of running ethnic Mexicans out of their homes as he patrolled the countryside. At one
point he casually reported to Ranger headquarters in Austin that “I drove all the Mexicans from three
ranches.”

1917: American entry into WWI

The State expanded the Ranger force, increasing the number of Rangers from seventy-three to more
than one hundred and thirty. Moreover, legislation empowered the governor to appoint three
“Loyalty Rangers” in each county in order to monitor anti-war activity. In South Texas, these loyalty
Rangers participated in an unprecedented assault on Mexican-American voting rights.

1919: Canales Hearings

The most dramatic effort to hold authorities accountable came in early 1919, in what became known
as the Canales Hearings. In early 1919, State Representative José Tomas Canales, the only Mexican-
American legislator, filed a bill intended to prevent a repeat of the Ranger actions of the previous
years by dramatically restructuring the force. To make the case for his bill, Canales filed nineteen
charges against Rangers and their commanders. The killings were finally discussed in the public eye.

1929: Formation of United Latin American Citizens

The violence had wider social resonances. It was key to the imposition of a Jim Crow style of
segregation on those of Mexican descent, limiting their voting and relegating most to segregated
neighborhoods and schools. On the other hand, it also catalyzed a Mexican-American Civil Rights
movement. The course of the uprising convinced some key Mexican Americans in South Texas that
revolutionary Mexican nationalism was a dead end, and that they were much better off seeking
organizing themselves as American citizens with equal access to rights and protections under the
U.S. constitution. These figures, including former State Representative José T. Canales, played a key
role in the 1929 formation of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) out of the
merger of pre-existing local groups. In subsequent decades, LULAC would fight for equal treatment
and the voting and civil rights of Latinos.
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REUNIONES DIARIAS POR NUEVE DIAS. - DELEGA-
DOS POR MAS DE 25 POBLACIONES BEL ESTADO.
BRILLANTES CONFERENCIAS.

aptos y entusiastas.
una asamblea semejante se ha
char 4 los oradores.

Loa resuttados, no hay que
tificara.

16a henchido de concurrentes.

préximo nimero.

03 MEXICANOS de Texas han premiado nuestros esfuer
208 en pro de nuestros compatriotas, enviando delegados

Por primera vez en los anales de la historia Mexico-texana

compactas han acudido 4 presenciar estas reuniones y & escu-

estd sembrada la semilla de la unién y el auxilio matuo, y fruc-

Las ltimas confereh'las se celabrarin hoy y maiéna y
dudamos que como todas 1as que se han verificado se vers el sa-

nos permite presentar detalladamente una resena de lo efectua-
do en esta asamblea mexicanista; pero lo harem>s en nuestro

llevado 4 -efecto.  Multitudes
dudarlo, serin halagiiefios, ya

no

falta de espacio y tiempo no

Laredu, Texas, Sept. 20 de 1911.
Al Sr. Dlreclol del Deriédice
LA CRO;

Muy Qr, nueblrm
_ Nos hacemos el honor de remi-

tir & Ud. copia del Voto de Gra-
cias presente, suplicéndole se sir-
va darle cabida en las columnas
de su ilustrado semanario; anti-
cipdndole Ias gracias por el fa.
vor.

'Or , du Laredo, Texns Sept.
20 de 1

hh .

Ven,. (All(.' Y qq..

SALUD.

La Gran Convencién de la Or~
den de CCab .. de Honorreunldn
en esta civdad, por nuestro hu|
milde conducto, tiene & bien ex-
presar las gracias mAs since-
rus por todas las atenciones
de que fuimos objeto por parte
de Uds. todos los Delegados, du-
rante nuestra permanencia en
este lugar.

También queremos hacsr espe-
cial mencién del q . h ar,

NOTHS DEL CONGRES)
MEKIEINST)

Entre los oradores més aplau-
didos en estas reuniones, figura
el Sr. Rafael E. Guevara, quien
vino en representacién de la Res
petable Sociedad *‘Concordia’’ de
Nuevo Laredo, & peticién del pa-
blico habl6 la primera vezy en
su brillante peroratién recomen-
«16-1as sociedades mutualistas co-
mo medio de unién entre los mé-
Xico-texanos.

Queremos hacer especig]l men-
cién de las Escuelas particulares.
Nochz & noche, con una constan-
cia y un patrivtismo dignos de
encomio, han llevado sus nifos
los Directores y Directoras.de las
Eacuelu é Institutos siguientes:

inguez,” “‘La Purislma,”
‘Ma‘a’ero. ‘Evangélico” y "'La
Luz.

Que los niflos, mAs que nadie,
necesitan de esas luces, est fue-
ra de toda duda, por eso quizd
sus sabios mentores los han lle-
vado para que escuchen y apren-
dan.

El Himno Nacional Mexicano,
cantado por nifos y nifias de esos
planteles produjo siempre deli-
rantes aplausos y entusiastas
aclamaciones.

Mucho deleit6 4 la audiencia el
canto del jovencito Arizve. el 16
enla tarde y las estrofas del
Himno Nacional cantadas por las
Sritas. y ninas, especialmente de
la nina Marfa Vaca.

Otro incansable fué el Prof.
Lisandro Pefia, que trabajé.mu
cho desde el principio de lss
asambleas y que leyo muv ins-
tructivas y elocuentes conferen-
cias sobre los diferentes temas.

joven en fas luchas de ia intelec-
tualidad v el talento.

(BENDITO SEA

Con este rubro nos remite el
Sr. Eduardo Idar,- un articulito,
dando sus aprecia.
acto de Colquitt, el actual gober-
nador de Texas, al conmemorar

libertad & varios presidarios me-;
xicanos. No pubicamos dicho "

M_u_cho promete cste inteligente|

g

el dfa Nacional de México, dando |

VOTO  DE GRACIS, OOMS D€ Hown

Uno de los acuerdos 4 que lle-

0 La Convenci6én de Caballeros

e Honor, fué el de que se insta-

lu.m circulos de Damas de Ho-

jor, en todas las poblaciones

Ez\de existan Logias de Caballe-
de Hgnor.

La ides ha sido acogida con
!btl'la y desde luego nos permi-
mos anunciar que Laredo serf
ma de las primeras uududee en
ﬁrmnr uno de estos bellos circu-

MUY IMPORTARNTE

Dr. Dodge, médico cirujano y
tero anuncia. al pablico de
redo el regreso de su viaje &
México. Oficina: altos de la Bo-
tica del Pueblo, Teléfono-538
«Domicilio 909 Iturbide-Teléfo-
no 566. Habla &spatiol y ofrece
sus servicios profesionales al
pueblo mexicano de Laredo

VISITE USTED EN SEGUIDA

LA GRAN TIEHUA
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a&m

nombrado \)ml!ll)n
¢ién por esa misma Log
gurando 4 Uds. que ha eumphdo
& maravilla con su deber, en esa
comisi6n.

Con nuestro mds expresivo vo-
tos de gracias, les enviamos la
seguridad de nuestros respetos y
consideraciones.

Recibid, qq.. hh..n. L fo
FRAT.. Y PROT..
A la Resp.. Log.. Ccab.. de

Honor No. 14.
Pte.
_PEDRO PEREZ POSTEL.

Sec ..
EUSEBIO RODRIGUEZ.

HESIQUIO CUELLAR.
Vocal.
ceoe

La Sra. Leohor Villegas de
Magen. :

Engalanamos las columnas de
| nuestro periddico von un excelen-
| te artfcul., debido 4 la pluma de

Laredense. cuyo nombre sirve de
jepigrafe 4 estas lineas.

Qjilaque otras damas de nues-
tra  culta Laredo, 1m|t5ndu
el ejemplo de esta honorable se-

articulo por estar ya en prensa fiora, dieran & conocer sua ideas,
nuestro punédlco, ¥ porque tam- | para lo cual ofrecemos las hu
bien trata del mismo asunto la’mildes columnas de nuestro se-

AL PUBLIO

Desde hoy Erasmo Cirdenas,
no estl autorizado para hacer co-
lecciones por nuestra cuenta; y

no seremos responsables por pa-
gos hechos & 61,

* A. DEUTZ & BROTHER.

9-21-1m.

NO NECESITA DEJAR DE
TRABAJAR.

Cuando su médico le ordena
que deje de trabajar, esto le
molesta & Ud. “No Puedo,”” le
eontestais,-Ud. sabe yue-ests de
bil, \'a'.igndo, y mis_malo de sa-
lud dia & dfa, pero Ud. necemta
trabajar mientras tenga ahentos
para ello que Ud. necesita
son  Amargos Elocmcos para que
tonifique, y dé fuerza y vigor &
8u sistema, para que evite Su
decaimientoy lo sostenga. No

partamentos.

$e 33 SRR

EXER
e Je H
Gl
5

Allicompraramercancias
nuevecitas y de buena
calidad a precios reduci-
dicimos, pues ha puesto
gran barata por dos se-

A comprar barato a

-EL PRECIO FLJO-

A7

AUG. C. RICHTER.

vwwe

gregeigseg Xemerz

LA PERLA

CASA FUNDADA EN 1881.

e-té debii, cansade y
los amargos eléctricos lo nueden
curar desde la primera gota qu®

toma. Miies lo bendicen por [a
magnifica salud y fuerza que les
ydi.  Pruebelas. Cada -botella

|esth garantizada que produce sa-

siones sobre el | la distinguida y respemble dama | satisfactorios resultados.

Cuesta Ginicamente $0.50. en Ia
Botica del Pueblo.

- ESBUE_[L"U -

Directora: Srita. Profa.

i

colaboraclén de _nuestro ilustra-

manario.

Los Sres - Miguel Peralta y Se-
vero E. Peia, pronunciaron elo-
cuentes peroraciones, dichas con
energia y patriotismo. Peralta y
D E. Pena scn sin duda dos

e los mejoresoradores del Norte
de México.

Las Cescripciones de Dolores y
ue los acontecimientos de la me-
morable mafana del 16 de Sep-
tembre de 1810, que hizo el Sr.
Luciano Flores Pérez. fueron tan
graficas que el pablico quedé pro-
fundamente impresionado.

Los nines y niias de las Escue-
»us ya mencionadas, han pronun-
ctado recitaciones muy hermosas
ia mayor parte de ellag, logrando
sobresalir Emma Medina y Hor-
tencia Moncayo.

Desde nuestro préximo nime-
.u principiaremos a publicar los

uu u.,uw 3- €

“La Falcoltad de Perdonar,”
se pubhca en otra parte de este
nimero.

A Beneficio de leon Cardenas
Martinez-

i
i

{del infortunado jéven Le6én Car-
denas Martinez dirigi6 al Sr.
tresidente de la Sociedad de
Obreros Sr. G. K. Jiménez, solici-
tando ayuda pecuniaria para su-

Durénte la reunion del *‘Con-| Visitar & la Sra. Amalia Oropesa. La escuela que prueba con
greso Mcxicanista,”’ \'eriﬁcgga Se agradecers cuslquier infor || resultados précticos el adelan-
el 20 del actual, fué leida M€ Que, con este particular seif to intelectual y moral de sus

una comunicacion que el padre

Avisa § las personas de buen gusto'que ya se ha recibido e’

surtido completo de vestidos de las marcas
exclusivas que vende esta casa.

S. Guimberg & Co.

Especialidad en vestidos de $12.50 a $20.00.
Strouse & Bros.

Unica casa que hace ropa de $20.00 en adelante.

marcas indicadas.

Aqui se satisface el gusto més exquisito en vestidos de las

|| Recibida en la Normal de N Leon.
PESQUIZAS. |

El Sr. Antonio Guajardo desea!
saber el paradero de su Sra. es-|
’posa Doda Concepeién Marﬂnezﬂ[

Ensefanza elemental y su-
perior. Excelentes clases de
todo género de labores & mano,
bajo la direccibn competente

de Guajardo, desde h 1-
o 2116 " de Sansén. Te de la Srita. Benedlctadebebn

glio tiempo~sali6 "de Sansén, Te
xas, con rumbo 4 estu ciudad, 4

! mande al Sr. educandcs.

C. LOZANO. } ;AL LE ITURBIDE No. 309.

Sanson, Texas.

Box 512

fragar los gastos de abogados de
la defenswen la causa contra su
hijo que se ventilari el dia 14 de
Octubre en Austin, Texas. A
peticion de uno de los delegados
se propuso circular una colecta,

discursos y detalies lo mas exacto | reuniendose la cantidud de $17.35

REGISTRADO EN

A. H@DGES

CIRUJANO DENTISTA

1.0S ESTADOS

UNIDOS Y EN

que nos sea posibie, de las her-
mosgs ¥ entu;i-n. As reuniones,

Las conferencias ce!
> un e
unente pateiotico.

_ElSr. Basilio K. Soto

delega
» pur San Antonio, Texas; arre-

antes aplau-
N que so-
*tdijo h

NOFES GUe @y ud.unn
S n éNito de S

Bges del Congreso Mexican
caertran los Sres. G. R, Ji-
weénez, M. M. Silva, J. M. Mora;
Pedro S. Souls, Ernesto Verga
ra, José T. Guu, Genero Villa-
S S. G- Dom(nguez..lo«

. Wopaer
15 que conenrricron al

S nn

todos |

,chlnn cantidad fué entregada
i{inmediatamente al Sr.Jimenez,

MEXICO.

AUTORIZADO

|quien recibira todas las colectas
;que hagan para tan humanitario

servicios como perito en todo

La Convencion de
Glﬂlﬂ[ﬂﬂﬁ O HONOR -

p o Lafulta de tiempo no nos per-
,mite dar & conucer los grandio-

mente insuperables.

de puent(?E Si usted desea un
viene ¢l visitarme. Le diré &
cesite.

E STOY COMPLETAMENTE preparado para desempe-
-har toda clzse de trabajo prictico .dental,

Mis precios son médicos, consistentes en trabajo extricta-

EXTRACCIONES SIN DOLOR: platos perfectos, coronas y trabajos

garantizando mis
sentido.

trabajo dental especial, le con-
usted francamente lo que ne-

soa lrabn)oe llevados 4 cabo por

ta augusta asinbléa.- pero lo!
hxremm eon gusto en nuestro
préximo ndmero.

g

St HABLA CASTELLANG. .

Los trabaj

jos se clavsuraron el
20, lus deleyados que
permanecieron husta el fin, »!

| Eptricio witcox, LAREDO, TEXAS.

!dia siguiente, para los diferentes
puntos de su residencia.
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Leonard Shaw and Dean.

Especialista en calzado fino: choclos, pumps de . charol,
Kid, charol, color, uitima novedad, choclos de lona blancos

Vic

Pantalones de fantasia witimos cortes.
Stetson, Chamois y otras marcas,
tas, calcetines, tirantes, pafuelos. Juegos de mancuernillas.
Cintos, hebillas de concha.

Todo enteramente nuevo.
DE UD.'AFMO.S. §.

Sombreros John B.
Gltimas formas. Corba-

M. VIZCAYA SIERRA.

o——_.__x__-J
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18 JULIAN M. TREVINO £

Abarrotes Nacionales y Extranjeros en

General, por Mayor y Menor.

EL AMIGO DE L0S POBRES Y L0S RIGOS Y Elg

MAS POPULAS. TANTD PORQUE VENOE A

LOS PRECIOS MAS BAJOS,

comu por SI.I trato fino y esqecial, pues s lema es:

Plaza del Mercado, Fsquina Sur Este

Taléfona No. 129 Laredo |

Texus

""VIVIR Y DEJAR VIVIR”

$e atienden con especialidad las ordenes
a domicilio para familias.

8384 SERITERLTIIE IS 3800 E30890K
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